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A COMMON UNITARIAN CHRISTIAN, AND || 
AN ATHAN ASIAN; OCCASIONED BY THE || 
FORMERSs BEHAVIOUR DURING SOME || 
PART OF THE PUBLIC SERVICE, 1 
AN ATTEMPT TO RESTORE ll 
SCRIPTURE FORMS OF WORSHIP, 9 


Jeſus anſwered; the firſt of all the e is, Hear, O Ifrael 8 
the Lord our God is one Lord: and thou ſhalt love the Lord thy | ; 
Odd, with all,thy heart, and with all thy foul, and with all ty 
ſtrength. This is the firſt commandment. And the ſecond is like, 
namely this; Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf : there is none 


other commandment greater than theſe, Mark xii. 29, 30, 31. 
When ye pray, ſay, Our Father, c. LUKE xi. 2. 
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The following little tract being now repritited 
by the editor, with very conſiderable alterations, 
it is no more than juſtice to the author to ſay, 
that he is no longer anſwerable for the contents of 

it. His learning, and his chriſtian ſpirit and temper, 
deſerve all praiſe; his name is not mentioned, but his 
works will follow him. | 
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P R E F A C E. 


The 8 Dialogue is an for 
the uſe of common Chriſtians, who, by ex- 


perience, are found competent judges of the 


doctrine here contended for, when it is delivered 
in its native ſimplicity, as it was firſt preached 


by Chriſt and his apoſtles. Plain ſcripture- facts 


are adapted to all capacities, and cannot be over- 
thrown by all the learned ſophiſtry in the world. 
It is to be hoped, that there are amongſt us 
many rational Chriſtians, who will diſtribute 
ſuch little tracts, in order to help forward the 
glorious work of another reformation, which, 


though the times are favourable in many re- 


ſpects, is very much obſtructed by irreligion on 


one ſide, and ſuperſtition and enthuſiaſm on 
the other. 
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FRIENDLY DIALOGUE. 


* * * 


ATHANASIAN. Neighbour, as I always 
thought you a perſon of a ſerious turn of mind, 
and have frequently obſerved your exemplar) 
conduct in the public worſhip, your behaviou 
this day, at church, gave me great ſurprize, anc 
indeed uneaſineſs, becauſe you ſeemed to trea 
ſome parts of our excellent liturgy with diſre- 
gard. You ufed to repeat, after the miniſter, 
the four firit peritions of the litany, in a de- 
vout and ſolemn manner; and to join in every 


part of our liturgy, fo juſtly celebrated by great 


numbers of pious and learned men But 1 
took notice this day, at church, you put on a 
ſilent indifference, when God the Son, God th 
holy Ghoft, and the three perſons in the Trinit 


were invoked z neither did you ſeem to give your 


aſſent to the doxology, ſo frequently directed, 
to Father, Son, and holy Ghoft : You ſeemed 
likewiſe not to join in the latter end of thoſe 
prayers, which conclude with the doctrine of the 


Trinity in unity, ſo plainly and folemaly eſtab- 
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| liſhed by our glorious church, and confirmed by 


the learned pains of many excellent writers. I 


mould be glad to know the true reaſon of this 


ſurprizing change; and make no doubt but you 
will readily explain yourſelf upon religious 
points, as you and 1 have had frequent confer- 
ences upon ſubjects of ſcripture. 
UNITrARIAN. Why really, neighbour, I ac- 
knowledge the juſtneſs of your charge. As 
my. ſentiments are very different from thoſe I 
formerly embraced and was educated in; ſo I 
think it my duty to act conſiſtently with my 
principles, and to profeſs and practiſe, in re- 
ligious matters, according to the dictates of 
my conſcience. There was a little book, pub- 
liſhed ſome years ago, under the title of, Ax 


APPEAL TO THE COMMON SENSE OF ALL 


CURISTIAN PropLE, &c. written by a country 
clergyman, And ſince then, another ſmall tract 


entitled, An APPEAL TO THE SERIOUS AND 


CANDID PROFESSORS OF CHRISTIANITY “: theſe 
I bave carefully read, conſidered, and compared 
with ſcripture, and more particularly with re- 
gard to the article of religious worſhip, which 
is of a practical nature; and profeſs myſelf 
deeply convinced, by the expreſs determination 
of Chriſt and his apoſtles, that the church-wor- 
ſhip offered up to Jeſus Chriſt, the meſſenger 


of God, and to the holy Spirit; and to the 


Trinity, as being three perſons, and one. God, 
is 


*The third and laſt edition of the Appeal to Common Senſe, 


was publiſhed 1575, by Mr Jobnſon, in t. Paul's Church- 
Yard; where alſo is ſold, the Appeal to the Profeſſors of 
| Chriflianity. Price ad. | 
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is falſe and unſcriptural; from whence, I think, 
jt neceſſarily follows, that the famous Athanaſian 
doctrine of three co-equal perſons in one God, 
has no foundation in the word of God. 

ATHANASIAN. Oh, my friend! you aſtoniſh 
me by ſuch a bold declaration; and I beg of 
you, for the ſake of your future happineſs, to 
take heed, and beware how you run into a 
dangerous hereſy, before you have weighed this 
important buſineſs with a cool and unprejudiced 
mind. What! is it poſſible to imagine that ſo 
many wiſe and good men ſhould have been ſo 
grievouſly miſtaken, as to be guilty of falſe 
worſhip in their ſolemn addreſſes to almighty 
God ? Don't you know, that our liturgy was 
compiled by pious and learned men; and 
that it has been celebrated by ſeveral excellent 
writers, as the moſt perfect and chriſtian form 
of public devotion in the whole chriſtian world? 
You ſhould, therefore, ſuſpect, that theſe 
authors have impoied on your judgment by 
ſome deluſive arts, when their arguments have 
a tendency to draw you off from an important 
part of religious worſhip, ſettled and determined 
by the venerable fathers of the church of Eng- 
land, eſtabliſhed by decrees of parliament and 
convocation, and ſtrongly enforced by a pious 
and learned clergy. 

, UniTaRlan. I am obliged to you, my good 
friend, for your advice, as I am well aflured it 
proceeds from a Kind regard for my ſpiritual 
welfare. But I can ſeriouſly declare, that my 
conviction has not been haſty : in the courſe of 
my inquiry, I made all poſlible objections to the 

i doctrines 
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detdiides. delivered in both theſe Apprals, For 
the very reaſons you aſſign; and I thought it 
ſtrange and unaccountable, that ſuch an excel- 
Tent church fhould have continued ſo long in an 
error that breaks in upon the true character of 


the one God and Father of all, and the holy 


and only worſhip admitted, practiſed, and di- 
rected by Chriſt and his apoſtles. And in 
order to convince you of my ſincerity in 
this grand affair, I muſt acquaint you that 
1 fent for ſeveral anfwers to theſe publi- 
eations, which have been written by learned per- 
fons; and have alſo carefully examined ſome 
defences of them: Upon the moſt fincere and 
impartial inquiry, not without earneſt applica- 


tions to the God of truth, for the direction of 


his holy ſpirit in my religious diſquifitions, I 
2 ofeſs myſelf an Unitarian Chriſtian, or a firm 
lever in one ſupreme God and Father of all, 


as a principle of natural as well as revealed re- 


ligion. I fee with my own eyes, and percetve 
with my own underſtanding, that it is my duty 


to worfhip and pray to the one God and Father 


of all, in the name of, or as the diſciple of Jeſus 


Chriſt, for the aſſiſtance of bis holy ſpirit and 


guidance; and think it lawful to offer up peti- 
tions to none other except the inviſible and felf- 
exiſtent creator and governor of the world, the 
one only living and true God. As our Lord 
commanded no worſhip or prayer to be made 
to himſelf, and directed his apoſtles and others, 


to pray only to God, our Father, who is in 


heaven; and they ravght their diſciples the ſame : 
furely, to pay religious worſhip to any other, 
mult 


awamac_e a 6 A . an Ha AA 92 oo Do», A) kan eb Ay Ht 


boi. OY, pod ot halo OS 


unde. yg — — Gy 


— — = 


40.9: ) 
muſt be judged, by every unprejudiced chriſtian, 
as an inſtance of will-worſhip, not warranted by 
the word of God; and, conſequently, ſuch un- 
ſcriptural forms of devotion ought to be laid 
aſide, though eſtabliſhed by the authority of: 
wiſe and learned men. With reſpect to the 
worſhip ot the Trinity in unity, or three perſons 
and one God, not even the leaſt colour of evi- 
dence can be produced. for it: every form of; 
worftip ſet forth by Chriſt and his apoſtles 1s. 
abſolutely inconſiſtent with it. It is certainly: 
worſhiping God, under a falſe character, or we: 
know not what, John 1v.22. when we offer up pray- 
ers to a Being conſiſting of three co-equal perſons, 
contrary to the light of reaſon and ſcripture ;. 
and I am afraid this religious practice too near- 
ly approaches to the crime of ſome degree of 
idolatry, as no ſuch Being exiſts in the univerſe, : 
 ATHANASIAN. Surely you muſt labour un- 
der ſome yery great miſtake, when you make 
ſuch confident declarations regarding forms of- 
worſhip, that have been deduced from ſcripture: 
by ſo many learned men; and have been defend- 
ed in ſo many excellent books, written by per- 
ſons of almoſt every denomination of chriſtians, 
as well as of the church of England, Have: 
you, my friend, carefully examined every part 
of ſcripture relating to religious worſhip? Have- 
not the authors of theſe AyPpEALs, concealed. 
ſome. conſiderable evidence, in order to gain 
their cauſe? Though my memory, at preſent, 
does not furniſh me with any particular paſſages, 
where the. ſecond, third and foutth petitions of 
the litany are found in expreſs terms; yet. I 

| | am 
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am perſuaded that theſe forms of worfhip are 
warranted by ſcripture, as our church, which 
Profeſſes the higheſt regard for ſcripture, and 
is founded upon it, has fo long recommended 
and enforced the whole htany-worſhip : and you 
mult allow, that the church of England has 
been ble ſſed with many excellent members, re- 
markable for their piety, as well as learning: 
and, conſequently. I cannot think of departing 
from their religious ſentiments, without the 
cleareſt and ſtrongeſt evidence, drawn from the 
word of God. bs VEAL eb = 
- UniTARian, We of this nation ought to 
bleſs Gad for the ineſtimable advantages of the 
free uſe of the holy ſcriptures in the vulgar 
tongue. In the name of God, let every decla- 
ration of Chriſt and his apoſtles, retating' to re- 
ligious 'worfhip, be examined and conſidered 
with the greateſt care; and let this important 
cauſe be determined by divine, and not human 
authority. I can ſincerely tell you a plain mat- 
ter of fact, that after having very accurately 

compared the new Teſtament, with the col- 
lection of texts relating to religious worſhip in 
both theſe ApPEALSs, | could not find one paſ- 
{age omitted; ſo that the authors of them can- 
not be charged with concealing any part of the 
evidence, in order to gain their caule, according 
to the too common practice of party-writers. 

My good friend, do but admit, as your pro- 
teſtant profeſſion, and your ſeeming regard for 
ſcripture requires, that the authority of Chriſt 
and his apoſtles is of greater weight than the 
decrees of even wiſe and learned men, and "ee 
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. Trinitarian worſhip is falſe, and unſetiptural; 


(viz. Chriſt). was praying in à certain place, one 
of his diſcipies ſaid unto: him, Lord, teach us to 
| pray, as Fobn alſo taught his diſciples. (Luke Ni. 1.) 


Lord made to this reaſonable inquiry? For 


uben he pray, ſay, Our Father, who-art in bea - 


uſe, yet it is very poſſible that ygu, and thou- 


Cc 8 ] 
will ſoon be convinced that the 8 


1 will endeavour to point out to you a plain 
method of gaining entire ſatisfaction upon this 
important ſubject.— Ii came 70 paſs that as be 


Now, the grand queſtion- is, what anſwer our 


ſurely it is the duty of every chriſtian to pay a 
very ſolemn regard to the determination of Chriſt 
himſelf.— And be (viz. Chriſt) ſaid unto them, 


ven, & c. (v. 2.) This is exactly agreeable to 
the precept he gave in his ſermon on the mount; 
after this manner pray ye: Our Father, who art 
in heaven, &c. (Mark vi. 9.) It appears then 
that our Saviour has plainly commanded all 
his diſciples to worſhip the one God and Father 
of all, without any mention of himſelf, or of 
the holy ſpirit of God, as objects of worſhip. 
ATHAN ASIAN. Your producing the Lord's 
prayer is, I think, unneceſſary, as all chriſtians 
are uniformly agreed in it; and this prayer fre- 
quently occurs in vey part of our public 
ſer vice. | 
UvIiTARIAN. But it is proper to howdy with 
a point umverſally agreed upon, in order to pro- 
ceed, in a regular manner, to the examination 
of thoſe points wherein we differ. Though the 
Lord's prayer is ſo familiar to you, hy frequent 


ſands, might not have attended to the conſe» 
| QUENCES, 


. 
dquences, naturally ariſing from this divine and 
comprehenſive prayer. 

In the next place, I recommend to your ſe- 
rious conſideration, part of a diſcourſe our Lord, 
delivered to his diſciples, juſt before he was going 
to ſuffer a painful and ſcandalous death.—1z 
that day ye ſhall aſe me nothing : Verily, verily, I 
Jay unto you, whatſoever ye ſhall aſe the Father 

in my name, he will give it you. Hitherto bave 
ye aſked nothing in my name. At that day ye ſhall 
aſk in my name. (John xv. 23, 24, 26.) Be 
pleaſed to take particular notice, that our Lord 
hath, in theſe declarations, plainly fet forth the 
true chriſtian form of worſhip, which is no 
other than to worſhip the one God and Father 
of all, in the name of, and as the diſciples of 
Jeſus Chriſt, 

But here I muſt carneltly deſire you to con- 
ſider, what foundation there is, for the worſhip 
of Jeſus Chriſt, or the holy Spirit of God, or 
three perſons in one God. Tis impoſſible for 
the art of man to find it out, in theſe plain 
declarations of our Saviour, when he was pro- 
feſſedly delivering the duty of his diſciples, 
with regard to the true object of ous 
worſhip. 

ATHANASIAN, I freely grant you that the 
church-worſhip does not appear in this diſcourſe 
of our Saviour. But does he nut promiſe his 
diſciples to ſend the holy Spirit to guide them 
into all truth? From whence it is not improbable 
to conclude, that fome particulars were to be 
revealed to them after the deſcent of the. holy 
Spirit, which our Lord did not think proper 

| to 
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to communicate to them in perſon; ſo that if 


the church- worſnip be rightly deduced from the 


declarations of the inſpired apoſtles, it will yet 


ſtand upon a ſcripture- foundation. 
UNIT ARIAN. Let us, for the preſent, keep 


to our Saviour's laſt diſcourſe to his diſciples, 


If the true character of God be, a Being conſiſt- 


ing of three co-equal perſons, and it is our duty 
to worſhip 


him under this character, is it poſ- 
ſible to imagine, that our Lord ſhould take no 


notice of ſuch an eſſential part of our religious 
ſervice? As no ſuch worthip can be deduced 


from this, or any other diſcourſe of our Saviour, 


it muſt certainly be given up, as falſe and un- 


ſcriptural, unlets the apoſtles, after the deſcent 


of the holy Spirit, have made it our expreſs 


duty, by clear precepts, or example. 

But the matter of fact is demonſtrated, even 
to eye-light, that the apoſtles offered up their 
uſual and ſtated devotions to God only, through 
Jeſus Chriſt, They lift up their voice to God, 
ſaying, Lord, tho” art Ged. —grant that—won- 
ders may be done by the name of thy holy ſervant 
Teſus. (Acts iv. 24, 30.) Thanks be io God, 
who giveth us the victory, through our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, (1 Cor. xv. 57.) The precepts 
relating to worſhip, in the epiftles, are to this 


effect. —IWhatſoever ye do, in word or deed, do 


all in the name of the Lord Jeſus, giving thanks 


10 God and the Father by him, (Cololl. iii. 17.) 
In the review of all the forms of worſhip in the 
new Teſtament, will appear demonſtrative evi- 
. dence, that the worſhip of Chriſt, and the holy 
; * is no where warranted" bed the practice or 
I 905 WH 6-175 


precepts 


9 rr ²˙ Hl reed er yts ode, * 
7 3 2 
- " 


— IES We 
—— 93 . 
——— n 
2 
. ; De c e 
* 8 N ee 
y 


| yy 0 
precepts of the apoſtles: and ſo groſs and ſang 
is the worſhip of three perſons and one God, 
that they have not left us the moſt diſtant inti- 
mation of any ſuch religious practice; which 
vou will readily. perceive, when you have care: 

fully examined all their declarations relating to 
the duty of worſhip, If it had been the will of 
God, that the diſciples of Chriſt ſhould have wor- 


ſhipped one God, under the character of three, 


perſons, it would have been as plainly ſet forth in 
the new Teftament, as it is in the liturgy of the 
church of England: and conſeg uently, the Atha- 
naſian forms of worſhip mult appear, to all ſin- 
cere Bereans, falſe and unſctiptural, as being 
deſtitute of all ſupport from the directions of 
Chriſt and his apoſtles. 

ATHANASIAN, But ſurely the great power 
and authority of Chriſt, Who is ſo frequently 
joined together with the Father, as alſo the 
high offices which the holy Spirit ſuſtains; and 
both of them being ſometimes mentioned, to- 
gether with the Father, as concerned in the 
great work of our falvation, afford good grounds 
for the direct invocation of them in prayer or 
Praiſe; particularly, as we are commanded to he 
2 into the name ot the Son and holy Spirit, 
as well as of the Father. (Viatr. XXVIii. 19.) 


And the apoſtolical benediction { 2 Cor. xiii. 14.) 


ſcems to imply worſEip to the Son and holy 
'Bpirir. Be: 
UsS1TARIAN. That the Son 15 employed by 
God in very high offices for the lalvation of 
mankind, / every; chriſtian muſt readily grant, 
with joy and gratitude: and the promifed af ſt- 
ance 
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ance: of the holy Spirit, is alſo deſerying of 
our. thankfulnels. As God Almighty ſent 
Chriſt-to preach and make known the terms of 
ſalvation to the world; ſo after he had com- 
pleted the gracious work by God aſſigned him, 
he received a commiſſion to ſend down the holy 
Spirit upon the apoſtles, to enable them to 
propagate the goſpel N the world . the 
comfortable aſſiitance of the fame holy ſpirit of 
God, (that is, his guidance and protection) is 
likewiſe promifed to all ſincere chriſtrans in the 


diſcharge of their moſt difficult duties. Upon 


this account, the diſciples of Chriſt are com- 
manded to be baptized into the name of the Son 


and holy Spirit, as well as of the Father. Being 
baptized into the name of the holy Spirit; or, 


1 


into the beſief of the extraordinary guidance 


and direction of the holy Spirit, which was 


given to the apoſtles, cannot be of the like 


import, with addrefling ourſelves to the ſame 


& „ 


in prayer and praiſe. When this famous text 
in St. Matthew is cited, the words immediately 
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foregoing ſhould always be added, as being 


_ neceſſary to complete the ſenſe. Al! power, 


(Wat is, all power relating to the goſpel-diſpen- 
ation, ) is given unto me in beaven, and in earth, 

Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them tato the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the holy Spirit: (Matt. xxviii. 18, 19.) 
and conſequently, the Father is mentioned as the 
giver of that power, the Son as the perſon ta 
whom that power is given, and the holy Spirit, 


as the bleſſirtg of God accompanying our endea- 


vours, and the effeQ ual means of our ſupportingg 
—- | our 
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our chriſtian warfare. This power of which 
Chriſt ſpeaks, is that which he, in other words, 
calls the holy Spirit; and therefore the F ather 
is mentioned as the giver of that power, and 
the Son, as the perſon by whom it is given. 
1 his ſeems to be the true ſcriptural account of 
this paſſage, about which there have been ſo 
many angry diſputes, but concerning which 
you, and every one, muſt judge for himſelf. 

"T he other text you mention, (2 Cor. xiti. 14.) 
is no more than a ſolemn wiſh of St. Paul, 
that the favor of Chriſt, the love of God, and 
the communion of the holy Spirit, or joint par- 


taking in the divine aſſiſtance, might be and 


continue with the Corinthians. But I refer you 
to every thing relating to this text, fairly diſcuſ- 
ſed in the Areas before mentioned. 


As to any doxology, or the aſcribing of glory 


to the perſon of the holy Spirit, it is not even 


pretended, by learned men, that one inſtance of 
it can be produced from ſcripture. The new 
Teſtament lies open before you, and you may 
ſee with your own eyes, whether the common 
church-doxolog gy be there or not, Glory be the 
Father, and to the Son, and to the holy Gboft. 
The ſeripture- doxologies are to this effect: Glory 
be to God through Jeſus Chriſt. —Bleſſing, &c. 
be unto him that ſittetb upon ihe throne, (viz. the 
one ſupreme God) and unto the Lamb, (that 15, 
God's holy and innocent creature, and great in- 
ſtrument employed by him, for the ſalvation of 
mankind,) for ever and ever. (Rom. Xvi. 27. 

Rev. v. 13.) 
g Again, 
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Again, with reſpect to the worſhip of F ather, 


Son, and holy Spirit, as being one God, it is A 
notorious fact, not to be overthrown, by all the 
ſubtle inventions of learned men through the 
Whole Chriſtian world, that this form of wor- 
ſhip is ſo far from being commanded, or autho- 
riſed by the ſacred writer, that the worſhip there 
required is abſolutely inconſiſtent with it; the 
one ſupreme God, who is generally deſcribed by 
the character of Father, being conſtantly ſet 
forth, as the only object to whom all religious. 
invocation ſhould be directed. Nothing is more 
eaſy than for you, or for any other common 
Chriſtian, to determine this plain queſtion, whe- 
ther the worſhip of three perſons, and one God 
be in the new Teſtament, which you have in 
your hands, or whether it be not. 
 ATHANAS1IAN. To ſpeak impartially, your 
obſervations upon this article of religious wor- 
ſhip appear to me of conſiderable weight. If 
the matter of fact be as you have repreſented it, 
and you very fairly refer me to the ſeripture it- 
ſelf, for my complete ſatisfaction, I ſhall be 
obliged to give up the Athanaſian worſhip, as: 
what cannot be defended by the word. ok 
0. 
Bur as worſhip is paid to Chriſt in ſerip- 


ture, and glory is expreſsly af-ribed to him, is 


not this a very ſtrong and concluſive argument, 
that Chriſt is equally divine with, or one God 
with the Father ? 

UNITARIAN. My good friend, as you begin 
to ſee ſome light and evidence, Which you had 


not obſerved before. 1 mall take a particular 


* 3 Pleaſure 
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. „ 
pleaſure in employing my beſt endeavours to 
give you complete ſatis faction upon this impor- 
| tant article of religious worſhip, The argument 
uſually urged, by learned men, to prove Chriſt's 
ſupreme divinity, is clearly and ſolidly an- 
ſwered, by the plain {cripture-account of the 
honor and worſhip which is to be paid to him, 
and which ſurely will be found to be very ſhort 
of divine worſhip. By ſcripture then we learn, 
that we muſt honor the Son, becauſe the Father 
Bath committed all judgment unto bim; (John v. 
22, 23.) that we muſt confeſs Chriſt to be Lord, 
to the glory of God and Father, 1. e. acknowledge 
his high authority from God. (Philip ii. 
10, 11.) 88 8 8 5 
And more particularly in the Revelation, ch. v. 
where, in a heavenly viſion exhibited before 
St. John, our Saviour is emblematically de- 
ſcribed as a Lamb, receiving honors and wor- 
| ſhip. Be pleaſed to obſerve, that the ground 
of the honors and worſhip, was not, his being 
God, equal to the Father; was not, becauſe 
he was employed by God as an inferior inſtru- 
ment 1n the creation of the world ; but becauſe 
he was flain, and had redeemed us to God by 
his blood; i. e. he was thought worthy to re- 
ceive this tribute of blefling and praiſe, as a re- 
ward for his faithful attachment to the cauſe of 
God, and his willing ſufferings therein, for the 
benefit of mankind. But this worſhip paid to 
this Lamb that was lain, (i. e. to a creature, 
and to a mortal creature, capable of dying,) 
cannot be divine worſhip; the worſhip to be paid 
to God, cannot be conſtrued into an la 4” 
| 1 
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of the holy Jeſus in prayer; eſpecially when 


there is no command in the ſcriptures for it, 
given by Chriſt himſelf, or, by almighty God: 
but it muſt be, that worſhip, reverence, and re- 


ſpect which we pay to fellow - creatures, our ſu- 
periors in worth and excellency; worſhip pro- 


ortionate to the highly virtuous and pious 
character of the blefled Jeſus, and his benevo- 
lence towards us, whenever we think or ſpeak 
of him; but not to make him God ARTS 
in praying to him: 

ATHANASIAN. My good friend, it does not 
become a ſincere Chriſtian to withſtand the evi- 
dence you have, I think, fairly produced from 
the word of God. The objection I made, is 


ſolidly anſwered, more eſpecially that in the fifth 


chapter of the Revelation ; and I really wonder 


at myſelf, and many others, who have not been 


ſo convinced before. 


UNITARIAN. My dear Chriſtian mc we 


ought to make great allowances for each others 


infirmities, miſtakes, and prejudices, - naturally | 


ariſing from various cauſes. Nothing is more 
common in human life, than even for thinking 
perſons to receive information about things 
ſeemingly plain and obvious, and which may 


have eſcaped their notice. But the readineſs 


you ſhew to ſubmit to evidence, when fairly 
laid before you, upon religious ſubjects, pro- 


ceeds from an excellent temper of mind, which 
naturally qualifies you to receive the cruth, as 
it is in Jeſus. As you freely grant that. the 
Athanaſian forms of worſhip mult be given up, 
if the fact be, as 1 have ſtated it; 12 am willing 


do 5 


1 . 
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to put the whole cauſe upon this ſhort and im- 
portant iſſue. If, upon inquiry, you can point out, 
by any one plain inſtance or precept in ſcripture, 
that it.is the duty of Chriſtians to worſhip Chriſt 


- and the holy ty as being each of them God; 
and three perions as one God, in prayer, or 


pratſe: I ſhall then freely acknowledge myſelf 
in a religious error, and ſhall think m yielf 
obliged to return to the church-worſhip, . 
I have carefully omitted ſince the time of my 
conviction. On the other hand, if you cannot 
point out any fuch worſhip in ſcripture, by your 
own conceſſion, you will judge yourſelf obliged 
to adhere to ſcripture- forms of worſhip, not- 
withſtanding the authority of even wiſe and 
learned men; it being an expreis duty required 
of Chriſt's diſciples, to obey God rather than man, 

Let it be obterved, that this argument, drawn 
from the article of worſhi p, and which is adapt- 
ed to all capacities, abſolutely demoliſhes the 


Athanaſian doctrine, with reſpect to the wor- 


ſhip of the holy Spirit; it being impoſſible to 
conceive that this holy Spirit, who is ſuppoſed 
by the Athanaſians to be of equal dignity with 
God the Father, ſhould never have one prayer 
directed to him, ſhould have no glory aſcribed 


to him, in the writings. of the apoſtles, from 


whom alone we can receive a faithrul account 
of the Chriſtian diſpenſation. _ 
Again, how is it poſſible to imagine that, it 


was the deſign of the ſacred writers, to fix the 
belief of Father, Son, and holy Spirit, as being 


three perſons and one God, in the mind of 
Chriſtians, as they have left us no example of 
any 


: 
f 


( 1 ) 


any ſort of worſhip, directed to three perſons 
and one God? If this had been a fundamen- 
tal doctrine of the goſpel, we ſhould not only 
have had it plainly and frequently expreſſed, 


but likewiſe folemn prayers and praiſes would | 
have been addreſſed to God, under the character 4 ; 


of three co-equal perſons ; Otherwiſe, the a 

ſtles themſelves have left us in the dark with back 
gard to an eſſential part of Chriftian worſhip, 
Can it enter into the heart of any ſerious Chriſ- 
tian to believe in earneſt, that it is neceſſary to 


ſalvation to conceive of God, as a Being con- 


fiſting of three perſons, (as it is profanely 


and abſurdly maintained in the Athanaſian creed, 


a creed which ought to be baniſhed: from the 
ſervice of all Chriſtian ſocieties) when the apo- 
ſtles themſelves have never made it the duty ab 


_ Chriſtians! to offer up prayers: and praiſes to 


God, under the Athanaſian character; but in 
all the examples of worſhip recorded in ſcrip- 
ture, almi 95 God is always addreſſed, as 
one nen n agent, one God, and 
Father of all? This eſſential failure in the 
Athanaſian cauſe has, I find, driven ſome of its. 
learned defenders into this palpable abſurdity, 


that when we pray to God, under the character 


of F ather, the word Fatber, denotes Father, 
Son, and holy Spirit; which demonſtrates the 
falſehood of the cauſe they are labouring to 
ſupport; it being extremely clear from hence, 


that they cannot produce one inſtance of worſhip 
to three perſons and one God. Otherwile, men 
of ſenſe and learning would not have recourſe to 


ſuch an expedient, as hath no other tendency, . 
| but 


Wat; 

but to turn the ſcripture i into ridicule, and ex- 
| poſe it to the ſcoffs of profane and ſceptical 
men. | 311 
| ATHANASIAN.. 1 freely allow the grand i im- 
portance of this plain matter of fact, drawn 
from the article of religious worſhip, But I 
would juſt take notice of a text, that ſeems to 
imply the doctrine of a trinity in unity, though 
no inſtance of worſhip paid to ſuch a Being ap- 
pear in icripture. There are three that bear re- 
cord in beaven, the Father, the Mord, and the 
Sprit; and tbeſe three are one. 1 John 5 
Unitarian. Ever ſince I became 1 
with this ſubject, it has been matter of ſerious 
lamentation to me, that common Chriſtians haye 
been ſo much impoſed upon by the ſound of 
this famous text, which, is written by St. John, 
is nothing to the purpoſe, the ſenſe of it being 
evidently this; that theſe three are one, as 
agreeing in the ſame teſtimony. But it is a 
matter of fact, well known to the learned, that 
it is a ſpurious, interpolated text, and has been 
given up, as ſuch, by ſome At hanaſian Writers; 
and conſequently, . this text ought not io be 
read, in churches, as the word of God. You 
may ſee every thing relating to it faithfully re- 
preſented, in Sir Iſaac Newton's Letter to Mr. 
Le Clerc, in the Defence of the Appeal to Com- 
mon Senſe, printed in octavo, 8 p. 4313 
and in Mr. Lindley's Apology, p. 98. 
ArRAN ASIAN. Wichout entering into the 
merits. of this queſtion, for which I am not qua- 
lified; if ſome learned profeſſors of the trinity 


in unity have given up this text as not written 
by 


K 
1 
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But, the ſacred writers have taken all imagina- 


K 
by St. John“, it muſt be allowed that no ſtreſs 
ſhould be laid upon fo controverted a paſſage. 
But, after all the conceſſions I have made, re- 


garding the article of worſhip, are there not, 


in ſcripture, ſeveral high titles and attributes 
aſcribed to the Son and holy Spirit, which ſurely 


them equally divine with the Father? 


UNITARIAN. I am perſuaded, that if a per- 
ſon, who had never heard of the Athanaſian 


doctrine and worſhip, was to read the new Teſ- 


tament , he would be ſurpriſed to find that 


ſuch a doctrine and worſhip ever prevailed in 
the Chriſtian world. But to give a direct an- 
ſwer to your objection, drawn from the high 


titles and attributes aſcribed to the Son and 
holy Spirit. It is no wonder that great things 


are ſpoken in ſcripture of Chriſt, and the holy 
Spirit, who are employed by God, in very high 


offices, for the grand work of man's ſalvation, 


ble 


* Athanaſius himſelf never referred to this text. Luther and 


Bullinger, at the time of the reformation, omitted it in their 
German tranſlation of the Bible, Dr. Wall. not caring to truſt 


to ſuch very ſuſpicious authority, commits the proof of his 
doctrine to other paſlages, Dr. Waterland gave it up as in- 
defenſible. Dr. Jortin calls it @ ſpurious text. Dr. Ran- 
dolph does. noc quote it in his. Vindication of a Trinity. 
And every man who has candidly read what has been 
written, will reject this text as a notorious interpolation, 

+ When Job Ben Soloman, the African prince, who was 
matter of the Arabic, and had acquired a competent know- 


| ledge of the Engliſh language) was in, England, about fifty 
years ago, and was aſked, after reading the new Teſtament, 


if he found three Gods there: he replied, „No, xo! oxg 


GREAT GoD, ONE GREAT COD Gop,” 


Ty 


ble care to ſecure the ſupremacy of the one 
God and Father of all, when they ſpeak in the 
higheſt ſtrain of the one Mediator, the man 


Chriſt Jeſus, 


With rei 


and the holy Spirit the comforter. 


pect ro the title of God, in ſome few 


paſſages, aſcribed to our bleſſed Saviour, it is 
extremely plain, from the old and new Teſta- 
that title is ſometimes uſed in the inferior 
Moſcs, magiſtrates, and angels, being 
ſtiled Goode, conſiſtently with the acknowledg- 
ment of the ſupreme God; and Chriſt himſelf, in 


ment, 
ſenſe; 


- his anfver to the Jews, 


when they charged 


him with. blaſphemy, expreſsly contends for 
- the uſe of the word God in an inferior ſenſe. 


Cohn x. 
preſent purpoſe, 


34— 36.) But, it is ſufficient for my 
to obſerve in general, that 


when this, and other high titles and attributes 
aſcribed to Chriſt, (for the holy Spirit is never 
expreſsly ſtiled God, or Lord,) are collected 
together, and preſented to the reader with all 
- pollible advantage, which is frequently done 
by Athanaſian writers; 
his apoſtles, have affured us, in the molt ſolemn 


manner, 


our Lord himſelf, and 


that he, (viz. Chriſt) RECEIVED! his 


being, high title:, and attributes from God the 
"Rather - that God advanced him to high dig- 


nity 


Phil. p ii. 


and honor, upon account of his 
rn and ohedience unto death; 


8, 9, &c.) and that the whole redounds 


perfect 
(ſee 


to the glory of God, the Father. 

This plain and ſolemn account effectually 
overthrows the argument uſually drawn from the 
moſt pompous recital of our Saviour's high titles 


4 


— 


and attributes: it being ne . 


that 


T7” 


that the n God ſhould. have any ing 


given bim by any being whatſoever. For, ac- 
cording to the unanſwerable declaration of St. 
Paul, who bath firſt c1ven to him, (viz. God,) 
and it ſhall be recompenſed to him? For of him, 
and through him, and io bim are all things ; to 
whom be glory for ever. (Rom. ii. 33. 36.) 
From whence it follows, with demonſtrative 
evidence, that Chriſt, who was given by God, 


who received his all from God, is a perſon, in 


his moſt exalted ſtate, inferior to the one ſupreme 
God and Father of all. And the argument 


| holds {till ftronger with regard to the holy Spirit; 


which was beſtowed and ſent from heaven, ac- 
cording to Chriſt's promiſe, and the commiſſion 


he had received from his God and Father, to 
furniſh the apoſtles with extraordinary gifts, 


and "4 render them qualified for their! en 
wor | , 

Add to this, that there are, in the new Teſ⸗ 
tament, about two hundred and forty paſſages, 
wherein Chriſt is declared to be inferior to al- 
mighty God. The expreſſions relating to this 
point are plain and clear, incapable of any other 
ſenſe, without violence and diſtortion. On the 


other hand, there is but the found of one text, 


which ſeems to ſec forth Chritt's equality with 


the Father, and the ſound is entireiy owing to 


a falſe tranſlation ; (viz Phibp. i 11. 6.) Who being 
in the form of God, theughi it not robbery to be 


equal with God; the words ſhould be rendered 


thus, who, being in the form of God, 1: c. en- 
dowed with divine powers) was not eaverly de- 
firous to be lite uno Cod; (i. e. to diſplay thoſe 
'C N Powers.) 
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powers.) Be pleaſed to read the eleventh verſe, 
and then determine, by the principles of common 
ſenſe, whether a perſon equal to the ſupreme 
God, can be raiſed to . dignity than he 
was before? 
Again, what demonſtrates the falſehood of 
the Athanaſian doctrine, beyond a poſſibility of 
doubt is, that there are about forty paſſages, 
wherein the three perſons of the trinity are men- 
rioned together, who are ſometimes ſtiied, the 
Father, Son, and holy Spirit; or, the Father, 
the Son, and the Spirit ,—the living God, Chrift, 
the Spirit; — God, the Son of God, the holy Spirit; 
oa, the Lord, the Spirit. But not one paſ- 
ſage appears, where the Father, the Son, and the 
holy Spirt, are ſaid to be the one God, as deter- 
mined in the Athanaſian creed. On the other 
hand, the Father is called God, the living God, and 
ſometimes the one God, expreſsly diſtinguiſhed 
from the Son and holy Spirit. Lou muſt, in 
this place, either give up the plain declarations 
of ſcripture, or the Athanaſian doctrine, they 
being, when fairly compared together, abſolutely 
inconſiſtent with each other. 

I will conclude with a plain ſcripture-fa&, 
relating to the character of the ſupreme God. 
There are in the new Teſtament four hundred 
and forty one paſſages, wherein God, the Father, 
is ſtited the one, or only God, or God abſo- 
lutely, by way of eminence and ſupremacy ;. or 
God, with ſome peculiar high titles, epithets, 
or attributes. Upon the whole, the ſacred 
writers have taken all imaginable care to main- 
. „ „% e eee 
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tain the ſupremacy of the one God, and Father 
of all, who is above all, and through all, and 
in us all; it proceeding entirely from his bound- 
leſs love and mercy, that his Son was given 
for our redemption, and his ſpirit for our ſancti- 
aa r r HT I + 
ArHANASIAAN. I heartily thank you, my 
good friend, for the pains you have taken to 


et me right on this important point. I cannot 


help acknowledging that you proceed in a rati- 
onal way, and that your arguments ſeem juſtly 
drawn from ſcripture, interpreted by reaſon. 
If there be ſuch a number of texts in the new 
Teſtament, clearly ſetting forth the ſenſe you 
have contended for, under the three laft heads 
of your diſcourſe, the Athanaſian cauſe is cer- 
tainly demoliſhed. Surely it muſt have coſt 
you a vaſt deal of time and labour to collect 
ſuch a number of texts, and range them in pro- 
per order. I am determined to give the new 
Teſtament a ſerious review, and to take parti- 
cular notice of all thoſe paſſages, that refer to 
God the Father, the Son, and the holy' Spirit. 
And, if upon ſuch impartial examination, as I 
ſhall be able to make, I find your facts truly 
repreſented, and your reaſoning concluſive, I 
ſhall think it my duty to profeſs my conviction, 
though it. ſhould contradi& the practice, and 
ſentiments of wiſe and learned men, whoſe au- 
thority, I own, has hitherto had too much in- 

fluence on my mind. 1 75 e e 
UNITARIAN. My dear Chriſtian friend, 
your reſolution is wiſe and good. Nothing is 
of greater conſequence, in the grand buſineſs 
C 2 of 
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of religion, than that every perſon, to whom God 
has given common ſenſe and reaſon, ſnould judge 
and determine for himſelf, in all points, wherein 
his duty is concerned. I have the particular 
ſatisfaction to reflect, that the more careful. 

you examine the ſubject of our debate, the 
ſtronger conviction you will receive of the truth 
of the ſcripture- facts, I have faithfully ſer forth. 
And, as to the feaſoning part, it is certainly 
founded on the principles of common ſenſe, 
which is the beſt method of interpreting ſcrip- 
ture; or for what end was our reaſon given to 
us? or, how can it be better employed, than in 
exploring the revelation of God: g 3 

With reſpect to the authority of wiſe and 
learned men, and the argument drawn from the 
eſtabliſhed liturgy; I find, upon inquiry, that 
many wiſe, learned, and good men; and ſome, 
whole judgment, upon any queſtion, is of mgre 
value than that of thouſands, have embraced the 
unitarian | doctrine : and, what deſerves parti- 
cular notice, ſome of them, who had been edu- 
cated in the uſual Athanaſian ſcheme, afterwards 
profeſſed the right opinion of God, and his 
holy worſhip, in oppoſition to their worldly in- 
| tereſt; and even, ſince the reformation, ſuffered 
impriſonment, baniſnment, and death. 

The memory of our firſt reformers, ought, 
without doubt, to be held in very high eſteem, 
upon account of what they did and ſuffered, 
in the glorious work of cleanſing religion from 
the foul corruptions of popery: but certain it is, 
that they did not ſufficiently examine the groſs 
opinion of three perſons in one God. They too 

readily 
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readily took for granted, what had been ſettled \ 
and determined by the fathers and councils of 
the fourth and fifth centuries, after the time 
of Chriſt; when, perſons, acquainted with 
church-hiſtory, aſſure us, the unity of God, in 
the plain and literal ſenſe, was firſt corrupted; 
and that a ſuperſtitious veneration of relicks, 
and the invocation of ſaints, imm en fol- 
lowed the corruption. 

To ſpeak my mind freely, it is certainly mat-, 
ter of ſerious lamentation, that ſuch a groſs 
corruption in the pure religion of the holy Jeſus, 
and which laid the foundation of the grand apoſ- 
tacy, has not been long ago baniſhed from the 
church of England; which, in the moſt ſolemn, 
manner, profeſſeth the ſcripture as the only rule 
of falls and practice; and, that nothing ſhould 
be impoſed on the conſciences of men, but 
what is warranted by the word of God. It is 
well known, that this very ſubject was recom- 
mended to the conſideration of the moſt emi- 
nent perſons in church and-ſtate, above leventy 
years ago, by two very learned, and very emi- 
nent divines, viz, Mr. Whiſton in his Primitive 
Chriſtianity revived, and Dr. Clarke, in his 
Scripture Doctrine of the Trinity. The latter [ 
procured, and was there ſurprizingly furniſhed 
with all the texts relating to the doctrine of the 
trinity, reduced under proper heads : and how 
any Chriſtian can withſtand the evidence ariſing 
from ſuch a number of texts, (viz. twelve bun- 
dred and fifty one,) is to me aſtoniſhing. Again, 
there was a particular application made to the 
governing powers in the jultly famous Free and 
C 3 candid 
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tholic church, or, that the church of Chriſt 


eandid Diſquifitions, above thirty years ago, in 
an humble, calm, and chriſtian manner, in 
order to get the liturgy reformed, according to 
the ſtandard of the icripture : but nothing has 
yet been attempred in that glorious cauſe. And, 
in the year 1572, application was made to par- 
lament for relief from ſubſcription to human 


articles of religious faith and doctrine : ſince 


which, ſeveral of the clergy of the eſtabliſhed 
church have reſigned their preferments and mi- 
niſtry therein, rather than continue to officiate, 
in the public ſervice, againſt their conſciences ; 
while many, many more, remain behind, groan- 
ing and oppreſſed by their conformity, being 
yer unable wholly to withdraw themſelves. Not- 
withſtanding which, the ſame corrupt forms are 
{till kept up in the midſt of light and know- 
ledge; and therefore, common Chriſtians are, 


with the higheſt reaſon, called upon to examine, 


judge, determine, profeſs, and proteſt ;—to diſ- 
regard all public authority, when it ſtands in 
competition with the expreſs declarations of 
Chriſt and his apoſtles. 


We are daily praying to our heavenly 
Father that his name may be hallowed, that 
is, that he may be [worſhipped and adored, 
as the ſupreme and only object of the higheſt 
reverence and love, of all rational creatures; and 
yet, at the ſame time, we obſtinately continue 


in ſuch falſe worſhip as eclipſes his ſupreme ho- 


nor and glory, in expreſs contradiction to his 
holy word. We are conſtantly interceding with 
almighty God, for the good eſtate of the ca- 


may 


TR). 


may be univerſal: that it may be fo n. and 
overned by his good ſpirit ; that all who pro- 
eſs and call themſelves Chriſtians, may be led 
into the way of truth; and, at the ſame time, 
we ſeem determined to hold faſt | important errors, 
regarding God and his holy worſhip, notwith- 
ſanding the ſtrongeſt and cleareſt light. Upon 
ſome cccaſions, more eſpecially in one of the 
collects for Good-Friday, we earneſtly pray for 
the converſion of Jews, Turks, and Infidels, 
and at the end of the very ſame collect, we in- 
conſiſtently keep up a religious practice, that is 
one of the greateſt obſtacles to their converſion, 
For it is extremely evident, by all accounts, that 
neither Jews, nor Mahometans, who are be- 
lievers of one ſupreme God, can be converted, 
whilſt they are taught to think, that the doc- 
trine of three perſons in one God, and the wor- 
ſhip practiſed in conſequence of it, are eſſential 
parts of the Chriſtian religion. This can be 
deemed little elſe than a ſolemn mockery of the 
Almighty, unleſs we employ our ſincere endea- 
vours to effect whatever we pray for; and, I 
am afraid, will produce miſchievous conſequen- 
ces to this church and nation, if no alterations 
can be obtained from the governing powers. 
Since my conviction, I have been naturally 
led to reflect on the lamentable ſtate of mankind, 


e in almoſt all ages and countries, with reſpect to 
- the knowledge of the one true God. Not a 
is great many years after the flood, whereby the 
h Immediate finger of the almighty Creator was 
a= ſo remarkably diſplayed, there was a general re- 
ſt volt of che nations hy the earth into a ſtate of groſs 


idolatry: 


_ f 5 —_ 


idolatry : upon which account, the divine Provi- 
dence choſe a particular people, for the glorious 

purpoſe of keeping up the knowledge and worſhip 

of the one true God; as this grand principle of 

all religion, though eſtabliſhed by demonſtrative 

evidence in the works of creation, would have 

been certainly Joſt, without an extraordinary re- 

velation. And even this choſen people, the hiſ- 

* tory of the old Teſtament faithfully informs us, 
frequently fell into idolatry, before the Babyloniſh 
captivity, and very ſeldom continued any conſi- 
derable time in a ſteady obedience to the Lord 
their God. And, happy had it been for the 
4 Chriſtian world, if they themſelves had never 

departed from the plain and fundamental article 
of all true religion, viz. the unity of God, fo 

frequently inculcated in ſcripture. Moſes, the 

Jewiſh law-giver, delivers this in the moſt ſolemn 

manner. Hear, O Iſrael! the Lord our God, is 
FF one Lord. Deut. vi. 4.) And our Saviour, when 

Th he was aſked by one of the ſcribes, which is the 
firſt commandment of all? confirms the ſame doc- 
trine by his expreſs authority. And FJeſus an- 
ſwered bim, the firſt of all the commandments is, 
Hear, O Ifrael ! the Lord our God is one Lord. 
(Mark xi. 28 and 29.) And that this one God, is 
the Father only, peel diſtinguiſhed from che 
14 Son and holy Spirit, is as plainly and ftrongly 

dceclared by Chriſt and his diſciples, as it is 

poſſible for words to ſet it forth. Yet, in oppo- 

J fition to the authority of both, who derived their 

! commiſſion from God, it was determined by fal- 

Uůble and preſumptuous mortals, between four and | 

\ five hundred years after Chriſt, that there are three 
| ſupreme | 
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ſupreme Gods, and, at the ſame time, that theſe 
three ſupreme Gods, are one God: and whoever 
will not believe this groſs nonſenſe, and impious 
contradiction, is doomed to eternal torments. 
In conſequence of this abſurd doctrine, it was de- 
creed, that it is the duty of Chriſtians to worſhip 
God, under the character of three co- equal per- 
ſons, without even the leaſt colour of evidence 
taken from ſcripture. If this be not ſuch a de- 
arture from God and his holy worſhip, as calls 
aloud for a reformation, I muſt deſpair of un- 
derſtanding the plaineſt caſe in matters of re- 
ligion. But, whether the governing powers will 
regard their duty in this grand affair, or whether 
they will not, every particular perſon, who has 
_ right notions of God and his holy wor- 
ſhip, is indiſpenſibly obliged to profeſs and prac- 
tiſe in exact conformity to the ſolemn determin- 
ation of Chriſt and his apoſtles, without regard. 
ing any worldly inconveniencies that may ariſe 
from the rejection of falſe notions and unſcrip- 
tural worſhip . This is an eſſential character 
of Chriſt's diſciples, and required, as an ex- 
preſs condition, by our Lord himſelf, Mboſb- 
ever ſhall be aſhamed of me, and my words, of 
bim ſhall the ſon of man be aſhamed, when be fhall 
come in his own glory, and in his Father's, and of 
y If the Holy angels. (Luke ix. 26.) = 
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18 But, 
J= | | ; ag cp 3 Y 
ir For forms of public prayer for the uſe of unitarian 
13 Chriſſians, conſult © The Book of Common Prayer, reformed," 
id uſed in the unitarian chapel in Eſſex ſtreet, London; and 
_- Dr. Prieſtley's very late, and very excellent Forms of 


, Prayer and other Offices, for the uſe of unitarian ſocieties." 


le both printed for J. Johnſon, No. 72, St. Paul's Church - Vard. 
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But, let it be always remembered, and deeply 
fixed in our hearts, that right notions of God, 
and his holy worſhip; were not intended te 
amuſe our minds with empty ſpeculations ; but, 
to eftabliſh a rational - correſpondence between 
God, and our own minds, that we may be et- 
fectually influenced to reduce to practice, the 
pure and ho'y laws of Jeſus Chriſt, If we have 


gained better, and more rational ſentiments of 
religion than we had before, we are called 


upon, by ſtill ſtronger obligations, to let our light 
Jo ſhine before men, that they may glorify our Father, 


who is in heaven. Do we ſee, by a lively faith, 


the one ſupreme God, in his real character, as 


a Being of all poſſible perfection, more eſpe- 
cially juſtice, mercy, love, goodneſs, and every 


valuable excellence that can attract a reaſonable 


affection? We are then certainly required to 
love this glorious and amiable Being, with all 


our heart, with all our mind, and with all our 
ſtrength; to prefer his favour, before every in- 


tereſt of this mortal ſtate, as being really better 
than life itſelf ; to raiſe our minds above every 
corrupt appetite, and paſſion ; and, to take all 
poſſible pains to adorn our lives and actions, 


with the excellent qualifications of piety, righte- 


ouſneſs, charity, ſobriety, patience, purity and 
holineſs, which Chriſt and his apoſtles have ſo- 
lemnly inculcated, as the neceſſary terms and 
conditions of gaining eternal life. ' On the other 
hand; very ſevere threatnings, namely, exclu- 
ſion from the kingdom of heaven, and a ſtate 
of great and laſting miſery, are denounced againſt 
all wilful ſinners, who continue ſuch without 
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ancere amendment and reformation, demon- 
ſtrated by an uniform courſe of univerſal righte- 
ouſneſs, to the end of their lives. | 

ATHANASIAN. My good friend, though you 
are very zealous in this important cauſe, yet 
your zeal is conducted by reaſon and knowledge. 
Party-zealots, in the midſt of their ſolicitous 
concern to ſettle opinions and religious prac- 
tices, are too apt to forget, or diſregard the 
Chriſtian obligations to univerſal charity and 
holineſs of life. I am really .convinced, that 
what you have ſaid, highly deſerves the ſerious 
conſideration of all thoſe who profeſs themſelves 
diſciples of Jefus Chriſt, and, in earneſt, believe 
the divine authority of the holy ſcripture. I 
hope to make a proper ule of this religious con- 
ference, and to act ſuch a part, in conſequence 
of it, as will be accepted at that ſolemn time, 
when God ſhall judge the ſecrets of men by 


Jeſus Chriſt. 


UNITARIAN. I ſincerely rejoice, my dear 


Chriſtian friend, that you are become a Berean, 


an inquirer for yourſelf, and reſolved to ſearch 
the ſcripture with an unprejudiced mind ; which 


excellent temper will, I make no doubt, lead 
you to a rational ſatisfaction upon this, and 


other religious ſubje&s. And may the bleſſing | 
of the one ſupreme God, and Father of all, 
attend your ſincere diſquiſitions. 
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